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Aphids are mayor pest in the Marianas islands and threaten local agriculture production in the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands (CNMI). Aphids are small, soft-bodied insects with long, slender
mouthparts with which they pierce stems, leaves and other tender plant parts to suck out plant fluids. This often causes the plants leaves to curl up and die. Aphids usually have cornicles on the abdomen that secrete
a sticky substance called honey dew. The honey dew falls on the plant and sooty-mold often grows on it. Aphid come in different colors: green, pink, white, yellow, brown or black depending on the species and the
plants they feed on. In aphids, adults often don’t have wings, but when the colony or population increases adult aphids with wings fly to colonize new plants. Winged adults are called alates. The alates will establish
another colony. Aphids are often found in large colonies on stems or on the underside of leaves. Northern Marianas Islands have multiple aphid species, none of which are known to be native.

Aphids can vector plant viruses that can cause devastating plant diseases such as Citrus Tristesa virus, Papaya Ring-Spot virus, Cucumber Mosaic virus and Banana Bunchy Top virus.Ants and aphids have a symbiotic
relationship, in other words, they benefit each other. Often, in order to control aphids, it is necessary to control ants. Aphids are likely to cause serious problems in situations where they are protected from their natural
enemies. Aphid natural enemies have been introduced into the Mariana Islands. Often natural enemies are destroyed with insecticides.

For more information contact NMC-CREES Entomology at 234-5498 x1432
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